chester similarly tackle a question at the interface with immunology but, in their case, focused on how our own glycoproteins stimulate intestinal cells as a possible mechanism to maintain gut homeostasis (11) . Papers from Brazil, Mexico, Macau, and Japan reveal new insights into the reductive capacity of the labile iron pool, the impact of a post-translational modification on neuronal excitability, the power of single-cell sequencing to explore cellular heterogeneity, and an unexpected function for a tRNA synthetase in amino acid transport (12) (13) (14) (15) .
Moving forward, we at JBC are committed to serving and supporting all biological chemists, continuing JBC's proud tradition of international engagement. To this end we resolve to appoint Associate Editors and Editorial Board Members (EBMs) who provide a balance of scientific topics and geographic regions. Currently, 310 of our EBMs are located outside of the United States (see map below), and we have Associate Editors in Canada, Ireland, the United Kingdom, and China (and until recently had Associate Editors in Germany and Australia as well). We have created an International Outreach Committee of the Associate Editors, which I chair. Five JBC Associate Editors and one JBC staff member attended the Chinese Society for Biochemistry and Molecular Biology meeting in October 2016, and another group will be attending this meeting again in October in Chongqing, presenting lectures on prac-tical aspects of publishing in JBC, as well as their own science. We are planning JBC visits in other parts of Asia, Latin America, and Europe, both attending scientific meetings and visiting institutions. We want to help scientists learn about publishing in the JBC, showcase exciting biochemical science advances worldwide, and encourage growth in the biochemical sciences in the parts of the world where we believe we can make a contribution.
We are exploring more ways to support the global JBC: We have long allowed authors to include non-Latin characters with their author names to aid in disambiguation and recognition in their home country (16). We have recently highlighted some of the outstanding contributions from scientists in China and Australasia in Virtual Issues (17, 18). Please let us know if there are steps the JBC leadership can take that would help scientists in your geographical area. For example, you may find it valuable to have a version of our author instructions, editorials, or press releases in your native language.
Please look for us at your next conference, wherever it may be. Bottom line: The JBC editorial leaders want to encourage advances in the exciting field of biological chemistry, worldwide.
